Distiller of culture …
Bearing the logo “City of art
and history”, Cognac has on
offer offbeat suggestions to
discover its history and
heritage - forget those
boring, interminable visits
and try our original, quirky
concepts for all the family,
year-round!

Heritage in a new guise !
Our “City of Art & History” service have dreamed up a range of exciting,
original events for young and old. Discover Cognac via our OPNI visits,
totally original concepts such as “Bring in the accused” (dealing with
famous local crimes), “The naughty parts of Cognac” (the shadier past
of the city …) Our mystery visits are particularly appreciated: only the
date and time of the event are known to the participants but not the
theme of the visit, often in quite unexpected sites!

NEW FOR 2018!
For most people, the word
“cognac” inevitably makes
them think of the famous
local product and it’s true
that the city owes its
reputation to the beverage.
But it’s not the only element.
The birthplace of François I
has a rich history and a
heritage that goes way
beyond the world-famous
spirit.

Make no mistake, ours is a
region of festivals: music,
literature, cognac, dance,
sport - an event for each
season...

Escape Game heritage! Teams progress through several
rooms by solving a series of puzzles, logical combinations or
games of skill. Immerse yourself in a universe inspired by the
history of the city, thanks to ultra-realistic décor and carefully
adapted production techniques.
--------------Cognac “City of Art & History” have linked up with the artist Mark
Tellok to create a project blending heritage and contemporary
creation. “Cognac A to Z” is a series of 26 photos of
architectural details found throughout the city, each one
representing a letter of the alphabet. A marriage of artistic
appreciation and fun, it’s a new way to look at the town and its
architecture.

The Martell Foundation have developed a
multi-disciplinary programme that’s a window on
the diversity of contemporary original creative
work and revelatory of the excellence of talent
and know-how. New experiments in artistic
production and research in a variety of fields:
art, design, music, literature, arts & crafts and all
in a range of formats – exhibitions, workshops,
artists in residence, living-lab …

The “Martell Pavilion 2018”
programme

Musée des arts du cognac

Open until the summer: “Protean
Architecture” – the Spanish duo José Selgas
and Lucia Cano have set up a metallic loadbearing structure covered by a translucent
material which enables an iridescent light to pass
through, thus creating a play of colour and
transparency.
Design - Workshop W110, a group of young
Charentais woodworkers have suspended their
SWING composition, made from chestnut
(swings and swing-seats) from the SelgasCano structure.
Savoir-faire – monumental sculptures in basketwork..

Thanks to a modern, fun presentation linking
multimedia, soundscape and olfactory
ambiances, the visitor will discover the
mysteries of cognac production.

Musée d’art et d’histoire
Situated in the former Dupuy-d’Angeac
townhouse, the museum is home to
amazing collections on the history of the
Cognac region: archaeology, popular
traditions, arts and crafts... and a fine art
collection including Art Nouveau

New for 2 018 !
From 5 May to 13 November –
Exhibition: “The golden age of the
Flemish and Dutch”
www.musees-cognac.fr

Espace découverte en pays du cognac
Interpretation centre showing the heritage and environmental resources of western Charente.
Travel back to the heart of our history and discover all the attractions of the area: the river Charente,
Romanesque art and of course the story of François I.
www.espace-decouverte.fr

Musée François Mitterrand
The museum is housed in a former cognac winery and has two rooms: in the first are preserved a
large number of “presidential” objects - works of art gifted to the former president during his 14
years in power. In the second room can be seen models of all the great public works he inspired
from 1981-1995.
www.musee-francois-mitterrand.org

Maison natale de François Mitterrand
Discover the childhood of President François Mitterrand through a visit to the living rooms of his
home and artefacts preserved by four generations. The visit ends with a stroll in the garden.
www.mitterrand.org

The little weaver’s house
Reconstitution of a Charentais weaver’s house
in the 19th century. Discover weaving, spinning
and bobbin lace. Exhibition on the history of fl
ax, its cultivation and transformation from plant
to yarn.
www.petitemaisondulin.fr

